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TOWN OF WEST BRIDGEWATER 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Meeting: 11-04-2020 

Minutes   

This meeting was held using the Zoom Remote Meeting Platform  

6:30 PM       Chairman Tim Hay (TH) called this remote meeting to order with Commissioners Lee Anderson (LA), Moe 

McCarthy (MM), Steve Winters (SW), and Ryan Byrnes (RB) signed in.  Agent John DeLano (JD) hosted the Zoom Meeting.  

Minutes were developed from the cable TV video by John W. DeLano, Conservation Agent. This meeting agenda was duly 

posted as a remote meeting with instructions for public participation; the meeting video is found at: 

https://youtu.be/B5SEacKJtfk?list=PL6-0_4VEu9ZAix_fJAZStBP_pU8YFMZVa  

Approval of Meeting Minutes:  

 

MM / SW motioned to approve Minutes for 10-20-2020 as presented, so voted. 

  

New Public Hearings: 

 
148 Bedford Street: NOI; Ken Thomson/Patrick & Lindsay Paulding / in-ground pool  

Ken Thomson presented the project on behalf of the Paulding family.  Ken provided an overview of the plan and some of the 

background of the required filing.  JD provided his report and recommendation.  TH asked Ken to discuss the possibility of the 

pool being in the water table.  Ken described how the construction would happen should the water tabled be an issue.  Patrick 

Paulding noted the pool filter would be a cartridge style filter and the pool is a salt water pool which generates its own chlorine.  

JD recommended the project be given a standard order of conditions when the DEP issues a file number.  Until then, the hearing 

needs to be continued.  JD did mention that the construction season is going to end soon due to the weather.  With that in mind 

he suggested not taking any enforcement action should the applicant start working before receiving the OOC.  The consensus of 

the commission was in agreement with JD’s comment.   

∙ MM / SW motioned to continue the public hearing to 11-17-2020, so voted.   

Administrative: 
 

143 Scotland Street; Certificate of Compliance (COC) Request  

JD reported that the grass was growing and the conservation pipes were in.  JD recommended issuing the COC without a 

surety.   

∙ MM / SW motioned to issue COC without surety, so voted.  

 

153 Scotland St; New Foundation Installation  
LA had noted at the last meeting that this site has concrete forms being installed on the side of the house and wanted to know if 

there was a permit for it.  At that meeting, JD said he would look into it and report back to the commission.  JD reported he 

found the foundation to have a permit and it was less than 5,000 S.F. of disturbance and therefore did not need a stormwater 

permit.  The commission noted that if the driveway was paved it might require a stormwater permit.  JD noted he would email 

the owner and inform him of the requirement.   

 

69 Sunset Ave. Extension; Surety Release for obtaining a COC   

JD reported that the former owner had deposited $2,000 with the commission and has since sold the lot.  JD noted the new 

owner has deposited the same amount and the former owner’s surety needs to be returned.  JD recommended the commission 

vote to return the surety deposited by the previous owner. 

∙ MM / SW motioned to not release the surety, so voted.  
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69 Sunset Ave. Extension; Minor Project Change   

JD reported that the new owner has a plan showing minor dimensional changes to the house plan.  JD noted they were not 

significant but felt that the commission needed to vote it as a minor project change.   

∙ MM / SW motioned to consider the change to be minor, so voted.  

 

45 Scotland Street; Surety Release for the germination of lawn  

JD reported that the grass was growing and was sufficiently stable at the time of his inspection.  He recommended releasing the 

bond. 

∙ MM / SW motioned to release the surety, so voted.  

 

Proposed Bylaw Change to Require a Minimum Area of Usable Land For New Lots.       

JD provided examples of some new lots in recent subdivision that were laid out such the new owners have no backyards in 

which to install pools, sheds or other accessory uses that are customarily found in residential subdivisions.  JD prepared a 

proposed regulation change using a minimum of 18,600 S.F. of development area which don’t contain any 50’ buffers or 

wetlands.  The shape of the area would need to meet a Shape Factor of 22 or less.  JD showed how the regulation change would 

make some of the recently created lots more suitable for what residents want in their yards.  JD will send out the information to 

the commission for their review and discussion at the next meeting. 

 

265 East Center Street;  LA noted that there might be some changes from approved plans at the site.  JD will check on it and 

report to the commission at the next meeting. 

 

Invoices; 

∙ MM / SW motioned to pay the invoices, so voted 

 

Adjourn 
Seeing no other business to discuss, TH asked for a motion to adjourn. 

∙ MM / SW motioned to adjourn at 7:53 pm, so voted. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

John W. DeLano, Conservation Agent 

 


